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Bmgley’s fell master Holmes still stooping to conquer

BINGLEY lnternmion.a.l lan
Holmes chalked up his sixth con-
seciitive victory in the Stoop five-
mile fell race, at Haworth, vester-
day.

But, he had to dash off to his
own club’s Christmas celebra-
tions at & venue near Harrogate,
without collecting his prizes.

Race organiser Dave Woodhead
will try to catch up with him
before Christmas to hand over
appropriste seasonal awards of a
crate of ale, a selection box. a jar
of sweets and a tin of hiscults

Holmes, crowned earlier this
vear as Englich and British
champion on the fells. was
slightly below par because of a

cold and was noticeably well out-
side the course reeord of 26min
36sec which he set last vear.

Even so, no one in the record
field of 192 runners; had the pace
to put him under sustsined pres-
sure in vesterday’s Bronte land
event with jts 800 feet of climbing
involved.

Horwich's Darren Flatley, sec-
ond last year, tried hard to keep
pace bt Holmes, wearing a red
Santa’s hat, went awsy from him
after only a mile.

The Lancastrian slipped out-
side the first three and it was
Pudsey and Bramley’s former
British champion Gary Devine
who finished nearest to Holmes
it the end. But he was more than

a minute slower than the Ringley
man'’s final figures of 30.07.
Bingley had Colin Moses at
10th and John Brooks at 11th but
Horwich. who hld runners in

Veteran Dave Gration won the
popular Travellers Six Mile Road
Race at Denby Dale yesterday for
the third time in his eareer.
Over a hilly course, left treacher-
ous in places by sheet iee, the 41-
year-old from Wakefield beat a
field of 180 to add to his successes
in 1992 and 1993,

An ahsentes last vear
to bea Wi
Harriers to victory.

B Britain’s Eeith Cullen came
home in fifth in the

vest
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