Winnin

o race of life

|

RUNNERS turned the Withens Skyline fell race into an
emotional celebration for top veteran runner Christine
Porritt — in her personal race against cancer.

Just a vear ago Christine, who holds many Over-50 records,
was told the devastating news that she was suffering from

lenkaemia

=At the time everyone in the sport was totally shocked. We

had a collection during last
year's Withens race and
bought Christine a sculpture
of an Otter which was mgned
by the artist and inscribed
with the name of the mce,”
said mece organiser Dave
Woodhead.
The gesture of support
ﬁvn Christine a goal which
Iped sustain her through
maonths of groelling treatment
which chemothers-
py and long stays in hospital
From September through
to April she was undergoing
treatment, and even after her
last dose of chemotherapy it
ook almost three months to
start to recover her strength.
“No matter how fit you are
before hand the chemical
treatment takes evervone
down to the same base line.
Your immune system is
knocked out completely and
your main task is to avoid
*fou can't do anything
about, but you have to try to

go on living and 1 was deter-

mined not to become institu-
tionalised — 1 had m_hqve

goals to aim for,” Christine:

said.

The beacon which kept her.

spints up was a determina-
tion to retum to mnning, and

get back among her fmends

throughout the sport. Before
the illness struck she had
been superfit running in
ultra-long distance events.
The longer the race the bet-
ter for Christine who was
more than happy to iag two
marathons together, and
would run any distance up to
100 miles.

By JOHN HEALD

‘hours before ranners to walk
sround the course in a bid to
in.-build her strength and ft-

her own train-
ling schedule, and her new
| was to run the Skyline.

ness.
| Throughout the summer
'she deve

race and asked if it would be
alright to take part and every-

| one was very helpful It was

the ideal race because it's
only seven miles.

“I was determined to fnish,
but was worried it wouold take
too long. The slowest time
wias one hour 30 minutes, so |
set myself a target of being 10
minutes faster than that "

There was a huge welcome
when she crossed the line on
thr Bmins - and was not the
i strngg_rd for the last
2 or
mile, but crossing the line
was very emotional, it was
fantastic to be back — now I'm
quite content to be able to
run at all.” Christine said.

® Kenny Stirrat of Halifax
Harriers won the race in a
time of 40 minutes, ahead of
Shaun Livesey of Clayton-le-
Moors.

Steve Oldfield took the
Orver<4('s prize in fourth place
with Pudsey and Bramley's
Gary Devine in sixth place.

Lee Broadley sacrificed his
chances of winning the junior
event, and set a new Under-18
record even though he is still
able to run at Under-16 level.

Carol Greenwood won the
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